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DESCRIPTION:
Valentin Berlinsky (1925-2008), was a founding member of the Borodin Quartet and its cellist and
mainstay for more than six decades. A proud Russian but also a man of compromise, his was a life
lived for and through the Borodin Quartet. This book tells his story in his own words, lovingly
compiled and edited by his grand-daughter, Maria Matalaev, from his diaries, correspondence and
interviews, and his accounts of his close friendships with the likes of Shostakovich and Richter,
Rostropovich and Oistrakh. Supplemented by tributes from family and friends, as well as an
impressive annexure giving every performance, broadcast and recording made by the Borodin
Quartet, this book constitutes one of the most revealing chronicles of Soviet and post-Soviet Russian
musical life. In 2005, at the celebrations for both his 80th birthday and the 60th anniversary of the
Borodin Quartet, Valentin Berlinsky sat down at a table with his students and said: 'My dears,
please, keep going: never leave Russia!'
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Born in Paris to a family of eminent Russian musicians, Maria Matalaev began her career as a
pianist, completing her studies at the Regional Conservatory and the École Normale de Musique A.
Cortot in Paris.
Winner of several international awards, Maria started performing with orchestras at the age of 15
and has since played as a soloist or chamber musician throughout Europe at prestigious venues
such as the Wigmore Hall in London, the Gaveau and Cortot halls in Paris, and the Great and Small
Halls of the Moscow Conservatory.
After gaining a bachelor's degree in Applied Modern Literature at the Sorbonne, Maria worked in the
field of art history before returning to music as an audience development manager working with the
Secession Orchestra and the piano duet Berlinskaya-Ancelle.
She gained a master's degree in Arts, Letters and Civilization majoring in contemporary literature,
from the Sorbonne, and in 2013 began translating and editing the memoirs of her grandfather,
Valentin Berlinsky, the celebrated cellist and founder of the Borodin Quartet. First published in
French, the book was awarded the 2016 "Prix du Témoignage" at the Prix des Muses.
With her experience as an accomplished chamber musician and with her knowledge of
contemporary literature, art history and a mastery of a number of foreign languages, Maria now
teaches piano and literature in Paris.

